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I A Survey into the Opinions
I of the People of Bray on

I C.C.T.V. Securiqv Cameras
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The inffoduction of a C.C.T.V. security camera system to Bray is long overdue.
As the following survey proves there is a very higb level of concern about crime amongst
the people of Bray which is adversely affectrng peoples lives in the town.

In reaction to a number of robberies we suffered in our business I established
Bray Business Watch in July,1997. The purpose of this committee is to pursue the
installation of a C.C.T.V. security system in Bray as soon as possible

Bray has a huge amount to offer businesses and tourists but its appeal is being
hampered by the crime problem in the town. We believe that the installation of a
C.C.T.V. security system in the town is essential to help stop this. This is not a negative
reflection on the Gardai in Bray who are doing their best with very limited resources.

I would like to thank John Bristow(Professor,Department of Economics,Trinity
College Dublin) for his help in the construction and administration of this survey. Thanks
also to the principal and transition year students of Colaiste Raithin for going out on the
streets and doing the hard work of collecting the responses. A final thank you to Bray
Chamber of Commerce for all their help with this project.

For further information please contact me at Arcade Jewellers,Village Gate
Arcade,Bray,Co Wicklow. Phone 2828 1 81.
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Summary Of Findings

The overwhelming majority of people in Bray think that the
town has a serious crime problem( 7o/o of respondents said Bray
has a fairly bad crime problem,43a/o of respondents thought Bray
has a serious crime problem while only 9o/o thought Bray had a
minor crime problem).

The survey is highly representative of Bray peoples attitudes
as a large sample(354 people) was taken.

Nearly one in every two people questioned has first hand
experience of crime in Bray with +3y, of respondents suffering a
criminal act in Bray in the recent past. An extraordinary 7 5% of
people have friends and relatives who have suffered a crime in
Bray.

There is huge support for the introduction of CCTV in Bray
with 9Aa/o of people saying they would make the town safer. 9A%
of people support their immediate introduction.

7A% of respondents think that the Gardai should control and
monitor such a system when it is introduced. 58% of people think
that the government should fully fund a CCTV system for Bray
while a further 16% think that the government should help fund the
system in conjunction with local interests.



4

I
t
I
I
t
t
I
I
t
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Detailed Analysis of Responses

The suwey was designed by Eoin Costello(Bray Business Watch) and John
Bristow(Professor,Department of Economics,Trinity College). The survey was conducted
in December,l997 by transition year students at Colaiste Raithin.

354 people were questioned in the survey which is a very large sample when you

consider that national opinion polls for general elections only strvey 1000 people
nationwide.

The survey was carefully constructed to be as representative as possible with

students asked to target an equal number of men and women and then to target an equal
number of those above 40 years of age and below 40 years of age. Only residents of Bray
and frequent visitors to Bray were selected for questioning. Therefore we believe that it is
a very good representation of Bray citizens attitudes.

The detailed answers to the questions posed are as follows'

QL|ESTIO\T I

f.IOW BIG A CRIA{E PROBLEM DO YOU THINK BRAY HAS?

1. Minor

2. Fairly Bad

3. Serious

97o ofresponses

47o/o af responses

43%o of rcsponses
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QLlESrroI{ 2

HAIrE YOU EXPENENCED A}iY FORM OF CRIME I],{ BRAY I]{ TT-]E

I 
PAST COUPLE OT: \,EARS?

I 
1. Yes 

o 
.,- , 43% of responses

2. No .i:i 57% of responses
t

If; },ES,WT-TAT WAS TTIE CNh,fE?

| ' Respondents described crimes against property such as the

I 
following(in order of frequency):

I 
Burglary(one person was burgled 5 times)

I car theft

I Vandalism(one wornan had stones thrown through her car window as she drove
I along the Bray bypass)

I 
Handbag Snatching

I 

Bank Robbery

I oro*rffil-Trff.$deseribed 
crimes against the person as follows(in

t 
Mugging

Assault

I Synnge Robberies

t 
Five people who replied to the survey were stabbed in Bray

I 

One person was robbed as he left a bank in the town

One woman was flashed by a sexual deviant

I
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QUESrtold 3

HAVE ANY FR]ENDS OR RELATTVES HAD EXPENENCE OF CRI]'{E I}N

I 
THE BMy AREA tN THE PAST COL'PLE Or')E,{fts?

I 
1. Yes 75% of resPonses

2. No 25Yo of responses

I
I yi'6slio V r

I i)* 1'{}{-) ;i/$li ?'ll.4y sf;{-L''&/?*}"i-i,ii't,ry.-i-q ii't}L i-l} {iilt"p iitlii,cli
r 

fR/n,/g li,j} t'th:t).4LtSA,t "4Ntr) Gtl.'iERAf-"LY' A{AKE TttL.tf ef trfS

I 
s.,i {:ER?

gAYo of responses

I 
l. Yes

2. No l0% of responses

I
T

QUESTION s

I Tt:O,,LD Yo.{J stITPoRT TI-IE IDEA OF L]STNG SECURTTY CAMSRAST

I 1. Yes 9o% of responses

I 2. No lo% of responses

I
I
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Q{JESTTON 6

IF THEY WERE INSTALLED WHO SHOULD CONTROL TI+EA{?

{ii;'sf/str z

l4.ii{}-\ri{rl ill F/tSt i|} E 7-t'tE tse,tii$/'\G FOlt 5l('ll ,'r .q'} 5','/:.11.!

1. Gmdai

2.Local Council

3. Private Security Co.

l. Governrnent

2. Loca] Council

3. Traders

4. A combination

70Yo of responses

l3Yo of rcsponses

l7o/o of responses

58% ofresponses

18% ofresponses

97o ofresponses

l6Yo of responses
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Detaitrs Of Breakdown of Respondents

72 males over the age of 40 rePlied

83 males under the age of 40 replied

98 females over the age of 40 were surveyed

101 females under the age of 40 were surveyed

From the survey data(see appendix) it is clear that women over 40 feel
partioularly wlnerable to crime in Bray. This is reflected in the fact that a higher
percentage of this category thought Bray had a serious crime problem and were in favour
of the introduction of CCTV. This has to be bad for the economic and social lifb of the
town for this group often make the largest contrjbution to any town and if they are
worried about going ont it is bound to have negative knock-on effects.



Appendix

Survey Sheet

Analysis of Responses by Question

Analysis of Responses by Sex and Age
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SECURITY CAMERA SURVEY. BASICn DATA

I Notes

I 
1. The first column is as on the survey form, with the addition of;

I it 31il: ffiilHl'J:""#*
2C No

I 
" 7D Mixnue of those mentione'd

r 2. Figures in parentheses are percenmges.

I
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